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Volunteers  — 
The Life and 
Heart of  
Locust Grove 

V  olunteers aren’t paid —  
not because they are worthless,  

but because they are priceless.”

“Our enthusiastic volunteers make it possible for Locust Grove 
to book large school groups and offer events like the Gardeners’ Fair, 
18th Century Market Fair, Used Book Sales and Antiques Markets,” 
says Mary Beth Williams, Locust Grove’s curator of collections and 
education. “We couldn’t do it without them.”

This has been true ever since Locust Grove opened its doors to visitors 
in 1964. “As I understand it, two women tag-teamed to manage the 
house and the tourism business at Locust Grove,” says Gwynne Potts,  
HLG Executive Director from 1985-1994 and a long-time volunteer. 

“Back then, the volunteers on the board of directors oversaw 
everything from operations to acquisitions.”

During Gwynne’s years, a small staff and a few weekend managers 
evolved. When the Visitors’ Center opened in 1992, the need for 
volunteers grew dramatically. “Throughout the history of the 
museum, we never, ever could have functioned at the level we expect 
of ourselves without our volunteers — whatever their rank or title,” 
Gwynne declares.

Locust Grove’s volunteers are the life-blood of the site. With only 
four full-time staff plus 10 part-time staffers and weekend managers, 
Locust Grove is greatly dependent upon its many volunteers.

“There have been times when 
the site would have been 

closed without our volunteers,” 
says Carol Ely, HLG’s executive 

director. This was especially true in 
2003 when both the executive director 

and the program director left for other 
organizations during the same time-frame.

“During those five months before I came to Locust Grove,” 
says Carol, “Preston Thomas stepped in as acting director, 

Sue Rogers took on the creation of the first 18th Century Market 
Fair, and Jeannie Litterst Vezeau assumed responsibility for the 
Grove Gazette — keeping our doors open and continuing our programs 
and communications.”

Locust Grove’s volunteers are encouraged to record their volunteer 
hours — especially important for grant applications. In 2015, 132 
volunteers reported 11,955 hours. The current  value of a volunteer’s 
time is $23.07 per hour.  Which means Locust Grove’s volunteers 

“contributed” $275,801.85 in service hours last year. 

Volunteers regularly guide tours, greet visitors, sort countless books, 
and help do mailings. During special events, they spread straw on 
muddy paths, take admissions, and even empty trash cans. They help 
in the garden, demonstrate crafts to school groups, make food for 
events, and portray Clark and Croghan family and friends.

“We show our volunteers how much we value them during our annual 
awards dinner,” adds Mary Beth. “Volunteers get free admission to the 
monthly lectures, 10 percent off in the museum store, and much more.” 

Interested in volunteering? Contact Mary Beth Williams at  
(502) 897-9845 or email: mwilliams@locustgrove.org.  
(Read some volunteers’ stories on page 3.)
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Director’s Letter Carol Ely, Ph.D.

“Who lives, who dies, who tells your story…”

Did you recognize the quotation? If so, you’ve discovered the 
phenomenon of Hamilton, An American Musical. I’m a little bit 
obsessed by it. OK, a lot obsessed. I’m not the only one. 

Hamilton is the hip-hop Broadway musical based on the life of 
the “founding father without a father,” Alexander Hamilton. It’s the 
brainchild of Lin-Manuel Miranda, 36, who also plays the title role. 

After reading the 800-plus-page biography of Hamilton by 
historian Ron Chernow, Miranda immediately recognized in 
Hamilton’s life the story of American strivers. He chose hip-hop 
music — with its dense lyrics, internal rhymes, and creative wordplay — as the perfect musical idiom 
to explore the founding of America. Author Chernow has been an advisor all along because Miranda 
wanted to “get it right.” 

Miranda performed the earliest version of Hamilton as a poem at the White House. Over the next six 
years, he developed the musical into a virtual opera, sung through 46 songs. It opened at New York’s 
Public Theatre last winter and immediately sold out. It moved to Broadway and remains sold-out for 
months. (I have tickets for June 14th!)

Miranda calls Hamilton, “the story of America then, told by America 
now.” The cast is multicultural — African-American, Latino, and 
Asian-American. A white actor plays Britain’s King George, George 
Washington is black, Thomas Jefferson is black, Hamilton is Latino.

It sounds like a stunt, a joke. But it leads to a profound truth — we’re all 
Americans. Since September, Miranda has won major awards, including 
the McArthur “Genius” prize. The Rockefeller Foundation has pledged 
$1.5 million to bring 20,000 New York high school students to see 
Hamilton and then explore it through classroom materials. Oh, and 
the cast album is Billboard Magazine’s #2 album of the year.   

But what is especially exciting is the public enthusiasm around the musical — it has fans like Star Wars! 
And it’s about history! American history! Our Revolution! Miranda has figured out how to make people, 
including young people, care and get excited about, say, the Compromise of 1790. 

This success is inspiring for historic sites because it proves that history done with creativity, an awareness 
of the audience, and passion can reach people.

Hamilton is uniquely accessible to everyone. You can listen to the cast album, which is nearly the entire 
play. I wasn’t expecting to love the music, but I do — hip-hop plus Broadway, with a little jazz and Britpop 
tossed in. You can read the full, annotated lyrics at Genius.com. On YouTube, you can see the on-street 
performances that the cast and friends offer free to the thousands of people who line up for only 21 lottery 
seats for each show. 

As a historian, I love that Hamilton understands that our perceptions depend on “who tells the story.” 
Aaron Burr begins the narration of the play about the man he killed. The views of the women in Hamilton’s 
life are important, too. One key scene is shown twice — first from the perspective of his future wife, Eliza 
Schuyler, and then from her sister Angelica’s viewpoint. George Washington agonizes under the weight of 
leadership, and Eliza deliberately burns Hamilton’s letters to save her privacy from prying eyes. 

It’s a moving, thoughtful, and witty tragedy — with redemption at the end.  
A game-changer. Now I just have to figure out how to get Miranda interested in 
George Rogers Clark. 
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Director’s Letter Carol Ely, Ph.D.

Hamilton doesn’t hesitate /  
He exhibits no restraint.

He takes and he takes and he takes /  
And he keeps winning anyway

He changes the game, he plays /  
And he raises the stakes. . .
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Nina Ayers: 
Docent, Volunteer 
Steering Committee 
Chair, Used Book 
Sales – 13 Years

I came to Locust 
Grove because I was 
drawn to the site — 
its beauty and its 
atmosphere. I love 
being able to go into 
the house and “feel” the history there. 

My favorite place in the house is the threshold, thinking about all the 
people who have crossed it. 

I was a stay-at-home mom who wanted to volunteer somewhere and 
still be able to get home by the end of the school day. This was perfect. 
Over the years, my children went to college — but I stayed at Locust 
Grove. Last year, I put in nearly 500 hours. It’s addictive.

I’ve made many friends here throughout those 13 years. The staff and 
Board appreciate us, which is always good to know. I enjoy the “field 
trips” we take to advance and enrich our abilities as docents. And it’s 
great fun to talk to students, tell them what a child would or would not 
have been doing 200 years ago, and find out what they think about that.

I’m proud to chair the Volunteer Steering Committee where I act as a 
liaison on behalf of volunteers to the Board. 

Volunteering is very gratifying. I get to be a part of the history, to learn 
and teach the history of this extremely significant place

Bob Boone: Docent, Special Events, 
Used Book Sales, Pianist — 19 Years

I started out at Locust Grove grilling 
hot dogs and brats at summer events 
in 1997–1998. When former Executive 
Director Julie Parke heard that I played 
the piano, I found myself entertaining 
at Christmas, Mothers’ Day, and other 
events. It was an effort to save money 
since they had been paying musicians. 
But it was fun and I was pleased to help.

When I retired from my auditing job 
about five years ago, I became a docent, 
helping with school groups and working 
a regular shift for walk-in tours. I also 

found myself lending a hand in the Visitors’ Center. When Locust Grove 
asked me to become a part-time weekend manager, I agreed to take that 
on as well as being a volunteer. I still have my regular docent shift and I 
volunteer for our Used Book Sales. And occasionally play some music.

I was a history major in college, even though I ended up working in the 
business world. I continue to read a lot of history and have come to 
appreciate what Locust Grove means to Louisville and the country.

I enjoy the people who work and volunteer at Locust Grove. They have 
such diverse and interesting backgrounds. And there’s great pleasure 
in meeting Locust Grove’s visitors who come from all over the U.S. and 
many foreign countries.`

Amy Liebert:  
First-Person Costumed 
Interpreter, Theatrical 
Director for Costumed 
Interpreters — 3 Years

About two weeks after 
moving to Louisville 
from California in 2013, 
I found myself at a 
costumed interpreters’ 
meeting at Locust 

Grove. I was intrigued by the energy and 
enthusiasm of the interpreters I met and was delighted when they asked 
me to help revamp and enlarge the site’s first-person interpreter program. 

First-person interpreting has been one of my loves for more than 13 
years. I participated for many years in San Francisco’s “Great Dickens 
Christmas Fair” among other activities.

I love researching and getting to know my character, Emelia Clarke, who 
tutored the two Croghan daughters. She and her husband, who was 
editor of the Western Courier newspaper, lived for a couple of years at 
Locust Grove with their children.

Guests are surprised to learn that our interpreters are volunteers. I can 
say with absolute certainty that what Locust Grove has is very special, 
both in terms of quality and the dedication each member brings to the 
program. It is a true delight to make magic happen with these bright, 
knowledgeable people in this incredibly beautiful setting.

Irene Rawlings: Docent, Costumed 
Demonstrator, Gardeners’ Fair 
Committee, Used Book Sales — 8 Years

With retirement from the Army and the 
healthcare industry in 2002 and the 
encouragement of a friend, I began to 
volunteer for weekend events here. 

I lived on a farm while growing up in 
what was then a rural area outside 
of Washington, D.C. While in 4-H, I 
learned the importance of agricultural 
sustainability — meeting the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs,

With that purpose in mind, I trained to become a “spinner” for school 
groups — relating the seed to the plant to the fiber (flax) and the 
sheep to the wool in order to get yarn to make cloth and clothing. My 
experiences with school groups make sustainability real, especially 
when I’m in costume, logs burning for warmth, and no electricity. 

When I show what the early Kentuckians did to make their own 
clothing, it helps make Locust Grove and its people real — not in some 
“museum.” I love that.

Some of the best things about volunteering at Locust Grove include the 
staff and other volunteers, the opportunities to learn and share, and 
being in this beautiful place.

I know that Locust Grove has given much to me. I’m gratified to help 
keep the magic alive.

Locust Grove 
Volunteers:  
A Positive 

Force

Four volunteers 

discuss their Locust 

Grove experiences

Genius.com
http://www.locustgrove.org
http://www.locustgrove.org
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Spirit Award Winner:  
Sandy Dempsey

More than 21 years ago, 
Sandy Dempsey began 
volunteering at Locust Grove, 
enthusiastically taking visitors 
through the house while 
describing the lives of the 
people who lived there and the 
times in which they lived. Over 
the years, she’s worked at most 
special events, served on the 
Volunteer Steering Committee 
twice, and been a docent for 
Friday afternoon tours.

“Sandy is one of those 
volunteers who is so 
dependable and reliable — 
and always ready to pitch in whenever we need extra docents 
or other assistance,” says Mary Beth Williams, curator of 
collections and education. “Those are two of the main reasons that 
the Volunteer Steering Committee selected her as this quarter’s 
Spirit Award Winner.” 

Sandy thinks that during those first few years, she volunteered  
at every weekend event. “I was there all the time,” laughs Sandy. 

“Grilling hot dogs and brats on that old charcoal grill was where you’d 
often find me.” 

Nowadays, she’s found everywhere. “I’m here every Friday, of course,” 
she says. “And then when Mary Beth needs someone to fill in on other 
weekdays or weekends, for school groups and other special tours, I 
usually say ‘yes.’  I try to help out whenever I can.” 

That helping nature comes naturally to Sandy. She was a registered 
nurse, spending her first four years as a lieutenant in the Navy Nurse 
Corps. When she retired in the early 1990s, she found her way to 
Locust Grove. 

“That first visit piqued my interest in the history of this area,” Sandy 
adds. “I signed up to train as a docent. Which suited me perfectly. As 
people who know me realize, I enjoy talking.”

Mary Beth and Martha Watson, Sandy’s Friday afternoon docent 
partner, would whole-heartedly agree with that assessment.

“Friday afternoons are a fun time, largely because of the 
conversations the three of us have,” says Mary Beth. “I give Sandy 
a hard time, but she’s a good sport with my good-natured ribbing. 
Sandy’s a trip!”

Sandy adds that she loves belonging to the Locust Grove family.  
“Besides having lively conversations and entertaining debates, I 
also enjoy traveling with everyone on our field trips to historic 
places,” she adds. “In fact, I think I’ve missed only two or three in 
the last 21 years!”

Adds Mary Beth, “Sandy has been a loyal, enthusiastic volunteer at 
Locust Grove for years — and we are so fortunate to have such a 
dedicated and delightful volunteer and friend.”

First Wednesday Lecture Series 

Our lecture series offers a variety of interesting 
speakers and unusual topics that relate to the lives 
of the Croghans, Clarks, and the region. Lectures are 
held on the first Wednesday of each month, except for 
January and May. Desserts and beverages are served 
at 1:00 p.m., with the lecture immediately following. 
Admission is $5, or $3 for Friends of Locust Grove

The Indiana Wilderness Trail

Wednesday, march 9 – 1 Pm
(Please note change to 
the second Wednesday, 
this month only.)

Kentucky’s well-
documented “Wilderness 
Road” was actually a 
series of buffalo traces 
and other ancient 
trails that brought 
settlers west across 
the Appalachians into Kentucky territory.  Pioneers 
bound for land north of the Ohio River often used 
an extension of this “road” to take them on into 
Indiana territory. Join David Ruckman, a licensed 
land surveyor and member of Indiana’s Bicentennial 
Commission, to learn more about this important “road.” 
Mr. Ruckman is working with the U.S. Forest Service to 
find and document the Indiana Wilderness Trail.

The Kentucky Historical Society Presents: 
Kentucky Treasures

Wednesday, aPril 6 – 1 Pm

Learn about some of the fascinating historical artifacts 
that are right here in Kentucky. Since 1836, the 
Kentucky Historical Society has collected the books, 
documents, images, oral histories, and artifacts that tell 
the Commonwealth’s story.  Some of the hundreds of 
thousands of these artifacts include collections relating 
to Churchill Weavers, the bourbon industry, artist Paul 
Sawyier, the Civil War, and Abraham Lincoln’s very own 
pocket watch.  

The Christmastide cast creates 21st century 
chaos for Program Director Brian Cushing (far 
left) during the annual photo session. 

Christmastide Entertains 
Across Two Centuries

Christmastide is a family party when the Croghans, 
their family, neighbors, and friends come to the 
Croghans’ home to celebrate the season. Highly 
trained first-person historical interpreters — all 
volunteers — “become” the family members and 
friends attending the party in 1816, to which 21st 
century visitors are welcomed.

More than 400 guests visited this year’s celebration 
in early December. They chatted with family 
members in the house, enjoyed carols sung by cast 
members Hannah Stoppel (Elizabeth Taylor) and 
Sara Ritchie (Mary Ann Cosby), and applauded 
violin music played by Tammy Burke (Mrs. 
Richard Taylor). 

They chatted in the hearth kitchen with the cook 
(Melissa Alexander), then returned to the 21st 
century in the Visitors’ Center to shop at the 
Christmas book sale and in the museum store and 
to enjoy refreshments while children created 19th 
century-style holiday crafts.

On Friday evening, Yeoman Warder Robert Brown 
of the Tower of London regaled guests with ghost 
stories from the Tower before touring the house 
and charming some of the ladies of the cast.

For many, the 19th century experience is quite real. 
In the parlor, Mia Seitz as Lucy Croghan asked 
guests to tell her if her sons were playing cards,  
of which she greatly disapproves. She was 
delighted when a young 21st century guest, after 
finding two of her sons playing cards on the first 
floor, raced back to the Great Parlor to report the 
card-playing miscreants.

Spring Used  
Book Sale

members’ Only  
PrevieW sale:  
Thursday, march 3,  
5 Pm – 7:30 Pm 
(Memberships may be 
purchased at the door.)

OPen TO Public:  
Friday, march 4,  
10am – 7 Pm  
saTurday & sunday, 
march 5 & 6, 10 am – 4:30 Pm

Some 20,000-plus books are waiting for you — all sorted into 
categories and displayed for easy shopping. They’re all gently 
used, donated by readers all over the region. Most books are 
$1 and $2, with special ones $3 and up — all great bargains. 
Proceeds from our Used Book Sales support all of Locust 
Grove’s programs. Thank you!

C A L E N D A R

Kentucky Shakespeare in the Parks: 
Romeo & Juliet

sunday, aPril 17, 6 Pm
You know the story — two kids fall in love but 
their families are feuding. They figure a way 
to be together, but [spoiler alert] it all goes 
horribly wrong. Kentucky Shakespeare presents 
the full version of “Romeo & Juliet” at Locust 
Grove. Bring a picnic supper or purchase food, 
drinks, and snacks at Locust Grove. Seating will 
be on the ground — so bring blankets, chairs, or 
what-you-will. In the event of wet weather or 
soggy ground, we’ll move to the Visitors’ Center 
where seating will be on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Admission is free, with donations gratefully 
accepted. Seating for the play and food and 
drink will be available at 5:00 p.m.; the play 
starts promptly at 6:00 p.m.

18th Century Thunder — A Revolutionary War Encampment

saTurday, aPril 23 and sunday, 
aPril 24, 10 am – 4:30 Pm 
It’s “Thunder Weekend” 18th–
century style at Locust Grove 
— commemorating the arrival of 
Revolutionary War troops in 1778 
commanded by Louisville’s founder 
and Locust Grove resident George 
Rogers Clark. 

At 18th Century Thunder, you can 
talk to the soldier-reenactors and 
their families, learn about battle 
tactics, and participate in a wreath-
laying ceremony honoring General 
Clark, complete with a 21-gun salute. 

You can chat with the women in 
the hearth kitchen making food for some of the troops, and hear from the doctor about how he’d pull teeth, 
remove musket balls from victims, and see all the medicines and tools in his kit. Children are encouraged to 
sign up as “soldiers” when the troops call for recruits. Snacks and soft drinks will be available. 

SPECIAL PRICING! Admission: $6 for adults; children 12 and under are free.20

Music in Kentucky

sunday, aPril 10, 5:30 Pm
The Locust Grove Chamber 
Musicians present an evening of 
early Kentucky and Appalachian 
music, including the music of 
Heinrich, Mozart, and traditional 
Scots–Irish composers.

This series offers concertgoers a unique 
opportunity. Patrons delight in music that the 
Clarks and Croghans would have heard in the 
room where they would have enjoyed it — the 
second-floor Great Parlor of the historic house. 
Refreshments are at 5:00 p.m.; the concert in 
the Great Parlor begins at 5:30 p.m. Individual 
concert tickets are $20. Please call Locust 
Grove at (502) 897-9845 for reservations and 
further information.

http://www.locustgrove.org
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[WINTER 2016 ] Thanks to Our Recent Donors 

Donations received from 
October 1 through  
December 31, 2015  
many Thanks TO The hundreds OF PeOPle 
WhO suPPOrT hisTOric lOcusT GrOve 
ThrOuGh variOus kinds OF dOnaTiOns. 
We dePend uPOn and deePly aPPreciaTe 
yOur GenerOsiTy and invOlvemenT.

Gifts

Assured Life Association
Claire Alagia & Creighton E. Mershon Sr. 
Louise Atkinson
Maude Baker
Olivia S. Beneke
Thomas M. Bibb
Mr. & Mrs. Noel R. Booker
Glenda & Gary Bourne
Mr. & Mrs. Temple Bowling IV
Mark Bronner, M.D.
William F. Brothers Jr.
Betty D. Brown
William H. Camp
Barbara S. Carpenter
Gregory A. Clark
Carol Cloud
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Dalton
Juliet Davenport
G. Michael Dew
F. Patrick & Laurel Doheny III
Rankin B. Dumesnil
Ann M. Elpers
Caroline M. Ewing
Ann & Ken Fleming
Margaret C. Flowers
Linda & David Fuchs
Mr. & Mrs. LaMar Gaston Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mark H. Gaston
GE Foundation Matching Gifts
Rebecca S. Guthrie
John Hamilton
Hear in Kentucky
Betty J. Herin
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Hubbard
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip W. Huff
Elena Ivanova
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Jester
Brian & Erika Johnson
Mary Jean Kinsman
The Kroger Company
Robert E. Kulp Jr.
Ed & Cathy Leist
Steven & Judith Lippmann
The Honorable Pierce Lively
Catherine Miller Lowe
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Maddox
Mr. & Mrs. Merritt E. Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mattei
Mr. & Mrs. Holland  N. McTyeire V
Toni McWilliams
Mrs. Condict Moore
Duane & Anne Murner
Mary B. Murphy
Mary Lee Nelson
Wadia J. Newman
Susan & Scott Norris
Mr. Robert R. Nunnelley Jr.
Maureen E. O’Connor
Morry & Tasha Owen
Helen H. Palmer-Ball
Tobe Penny
Dr. & Mrs. Charles A. Ratliff

Irene Rawlings
Stephanie Reese & Mark Silver
David J. Ruckman
Diana & John Sauter
Henry Schildknecht
Gregory Schmider
Elizabeth H. Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence H. Short
Snowy Owl Foundation
Jack D. Stewart
Mrs. Floyd Sooy
Nancy S. Stopher
John A. Stough
Deborah Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Treitz
Martha S. Trotter
Brenda & Wayne Tuckson
Terry W. & Amanda F. Tyler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Vice
Jacqueline von Roenn
Dr. Kathleen P. von Roenn
Jane Walker
Barbara A. Wiley
Rob & Bonny Wise
Jack & Peggy Wood
Tonya York-Dees

In Memory of Hilery Hedges

Mr. & Mrs. LaMar Gaston Jr.

In Memory of Jack Shipman

Mr. & Mrs. LaMar Gaston Jr.

In Honor of Edith S. Bingham

Layla George

In Honor of Mrs. Edward R. Dumesnil Jr.

Susan H. Wilburn

In Honor of Dr. Carol Ely & Staff

Jeannie & John Vezeau

In Honor of LaMar Gaston Jr.

Nancy J. Gaston
Anne Ricci
Jacqueline von Roenn
Dr. Kathleen von Roenn

In Honor of Culver Halliday

Mary L. Langley

In Honor of Lynn Renau

Mr. & Mrs. Spencer E. Harper Jr. 

In Honor of Susan Riegler

Mr. & Mrs. Spencer E. Harper Jr. 

In Honor of Jeannie & John Vezeau

June & Tom Williams

Annual Fund Societies
For people with cumulative donatons of 
$250 and up to Historic Locust Grove from 
July through December 2015.

George Rogers Clark Society ($5,000+)
Mr. & Mrs. William O. Alden Jr.
Edith S. Bingham 
Katherine Dalton Boyer & Mark Boyer
Mr. & Mrs. LaMar Gaston Jr.
Nancy W. Lee
Vivian R. Sawyer & Thomas T. Noland Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. B. Preston Thomas

Lucy & William Croghan Society  
($2,500 - $4,999)

Downey M. Gray III
Mr. & Mrs. William Hancock Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Hoagland 
Grover & Gwynne Potts
Mr. & Mrs. George Stablein
Jeannie & John Vezeau

Clark Family Society ($1,000–$2,499)
Sandra Frazier
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer E. Harper Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hundley
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Moyer
Austin & Jane Musselman
George & Marti Plager
Laurie & Kevin Scarborough

Illinois Regiment Society ($250– $999)
Timothy B. & Nina Ayers
Mary J. Beale
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Berger
Mr. & Mrs. C. Barret Birnsteel
Gordon S. Brown
Mr.& Mrs. John Conti
Sandra J. Dempsey
Mrs. Stanley S. Dickson
Charles H. Dishman III Family 
  Foundation Inc.
Charles Dorenkott
Sherry A. Farson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fugate
David & Jane Gleaves
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth F. Herrington III
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Hoagland
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Isaacs
Jane Austen Society of North America 
 —Greater Louisville Region
Alba B. Jennings
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Noble Klinck
Jean Kreke
Mr. & Mrs. Hunter G. Louis
Robert Marshall & Greta Ratliff / 
 Hear in America
Dr. & Mrs. Craig J. McClain
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart C. McCombs Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Mullaney
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. O’Brien IV
Ann Sanderlin
Dr. Leo A. Schwendau
Russell B. & Rosalind H. Scott Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Don E. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Stites III
Mr. & Mrs. Winthrop A. Stites
Jill B. Whitten
Hendy & Adam Wiebe

In-Kind Donations

Bakers for Lectures & Special Events
Edith S. Bingham
Marilyn Motsch
Publisher’s Printing Co

Distillery Project

Mr. & Mrs. Julian P. Van Winkle

2016 Used Book Sales Sponsors

Jeannie & John Vezeau

2016 Antiques Market Sponsors

Doug & Nancy McFarland

We would like to thank the following 
for their Annual Fund donations. 
We regret their accidental omission 
from our 2015 Annual Report:

Mr. & Mrs. William Davis
Mr. & Mrs. James Statler

Friends of Locust Grove

Enrollment/Renewal from 
October 1 through  
December 31, 2015  
a hearTy “Thank yOu” TO all OF 
These PeOPle WhO recenTly jOined Or 
reneWed Their membershiPs, and TO 
all OF Our lOnGTime Friends OF lOcusT 
GrOve! iF yOu WOuld like TO becOme a 
Friend, Please GO Online TO  
WWW.lOcusTGrOve.OrG, Or call us aT 
(502) 897-9845 FOr FurTher inFOrmaTiOn 
and deTails. 

Mr. & Mrs. William O. Alden Jr.
Betty Anderson
Laura & Edwin Aponte
Timothy B. & Nina Ayers

Mary J. Beale
Lucy Kennard Bell
Olivia Beneke
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Berger
Edith S. Bingham 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Barret Birnsteel
Vic & Colleen Bitter
Mary Jo, Kenneth & Marie Boling
Glenda & Gary Bourne
Katherine Dalton Boyer &  
 Mark Boyer 
Gordon S. Brown
Ellie Britt

Robert Catlett Jr.
Ruth Cloudman
Janice, Jim & Joseph Coleman
Mr.& Mrs. John Conti

Sandra J. Dempsey
Mrs. Stanley S. Dickson
Charles H. Dishman III  
 Family Foundation, Inc. 
Charles Dorenkott
Lynne & Bill Dowling

Sherry A. Farson
Sandra Frazier
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fugate

Mr. & Mrs. LaMar Gaston Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gaston
David & Jane Gleaves
Downey M. Gray III
Jonathan & Kristin Grief

Kathy & Jon Gundersen

Mr. & Mrs. William Hancock Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer E. Harper Jr. 
Warder Harrison
Betty J. Herin
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth F. Herrington III
Mr. & Mrs. John Hoagland
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Hoagland
William & Allys Huff
Cookie Hughes & Chris Harrell
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hundley

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Isaacs

Jane Austen Society of North America 
 —Greater Louisville Region
Alba B. Jennings
Rev. Helen Jones

Dr. Virginia Keeney
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Noble Klinck
Jean Kreke

Maria Lavely & Gus Rodriguez
Nancy W. Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Hunter G. Louis
Daniel Lowery

Robert Marshall & Greta Ratliff / 
 Hear in America
Martha S. Martin
Dan & Patti Meyer
Lynda McAdams
T.J. & Mary Alice McAfee
Dr. & Mrs. Craig J. McClain
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart C. McCombs Jr.
Elizabeth & Kevin McLaughlin
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Moyer
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Mullaney
Austin & Jane Musselman

Susan, Neal & Caroline Norsworthy
Dr. & Mrs. Alton Neurath

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. O’Brien IV

George & Marti Plager
Grover & Gwynne Potts

Ray & Karla Renaud

Diana & John Sauter
Vivian R. Sawyer & Thomas T. Noland Jr.
Ann Sanderlin
Laurie & Kevin Scarborough
Dr. Leo A. Schwendau
Russell B. & Rosalind H. Scott Jr.
Robert Mimms & John Shober
Mr. & Mrs.Don E. Smith
Mrs. Floyd Sooy
Mr. & Mrs. George Stablein
Mary Ann Stinson
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Stites III 
Dr. & Mrs. T. Bodley Stites
Mr. & Mrs. Winthrop A. Stites
Diana Swindler

Dr. & Mrs. B. Preston Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. James Thomas

Jeannie & John Vezeau

Foster & Shirley Whittaker-Burba
Glenna Whittaker
Jill B. Whitten
Hendy & Adam Wiebe
Susan H. Wilburn
Barbara Wiley
Ted & Verna Wright
Jack & Peggy Wood

Bonny Zilke

Bourbon Auction 
Nets $20K+ for 
Locust Grove

An auction this past November of 
five Pappy Van Winkle bourbon 
bottles, donated and signed by 
Julian Van Winkle, blazed past 
estimates to raise $20,200 for 
Historic Locust Grove. 

Wally’s Auctions in New York, 
which conducted the online 
auction,  waived the buyer’s 
premium for this special auction 
so that 100 percent of the 
proceeds would benefit Locust 
Grove’s Farm Distillery project.

“We were astonished by the 
auction totals, and so grateful 
for the donation of these 
sought-after bottles of Old Rip 
Van Winkle Distillery bourbons,” 
says Locust Grove Executive 
Director Carol Ely. “Kentucky’s 
bourbon families have made 
Locust Grove’s Farm Distillery 
project possible.”

The Farm Distillery project will 
recreate a distillery true to the 
ones that would have been 
found on working farms in the 
early 19th century. 

“The success of the charitable 
auction surpassed our hopes and 
expectations for this sale,” says a 
Van Winkle family spokesperson. 

“The recreation of a farm distillery 
is the beginning of a story never 
told in Kentucky — or, for that 
matter, in America. On behalf 
of Louisville’s historic family 
distillers who are behind this 
project, we thank the team at 
Wally’s for their amazing support.”

Locust Grove is excited to have 
the opportunity to show this part 
of the region’s earliest heritage. 

“We’re moving now from the 
‘What if’ phase to the ‘Go for it!’ 
phase, thanks to this generous 
support,” adds Carol. “We plan to 
have the demonstration distillery 
open by the fall of 2016.”

In Memoriam

We note with sadness the recent death of these members 
of our Locust Grove family. We treasure their generous 

contributions to Locust Grove of their time, energy, support, 
and enthusiasm. Thank you.

EHilary HedgesE 

EDeWitt HenneyE

Locust Grove’s Own Cocktail:

Colonel  
Croghan’s Cup
In 2013, Susan Reigler (then 
HLG Board President), along with 
local bartender Joy Perrine, 
developed three cocktails for our 
annual meeting, inspired by  
19th century drinks  — often  
called “cups.” 

The Locust Grove members 
attending the meeting tasted 
all three and voted on their 
favorite — a combination of 
whiskey, champagne, cherries, 
and pineapple. In the early 
days of Kentucky, whiskey was 
everywhere, the cherries were 
grown locally, and nutmeg 
was a popular flavoring. While 
pineapples were certainly not 
local, they were enjoyed as an 
exotic treat.

That same year was the 
bicentennial of the Battle of 
Fort Stephenson (now Fremont, 
Ohio) on August 2, 1813. It was 
an unexpected victory for the 
United States against Britain 
during the War of 1812 and 
brought nationwide fame to 
Lucy and William’s second son, 
Col. George Croghan, who was 
instrumental in that success. 

Locust Grove brought back the 
cocktail — now called Colonel 
Croghan’s Cup — for the Berry 
Center/Locust Grove event last 
September. We thought all our 
readers would enjoy having the 
recipe. Cheers!

Colonel Croghan’s Cup

2 ounces Kentucky bourbon

¾ ounce brown sugar syrup*

4 ounces pineapple juice

2 ounces champagne or sparkling wine

Pineapple wedge, cherry and nutmeg for garnish

Combine bourbon and brown sugar syrup  
over ice and shake. Add champagne or 
sparkling wine. Garnish with a cherry and 
pineapple wedge and a sprinkle of nutmeg.

*Brown Sugar Syrup

1 cup brown sugar

¾ cup water

¼ teaspoon vanilla

In a medium saucepan, add brown sugar and water and bring 

to a boil. Stir constantly for about 3 minutes and reduce heat 

to low. Keep stirring until all sugar has dissolved. Remove from 

heat and stir in vanilla. Allow to cool before using.
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Historic Locust Grove 
561 Blankenbaker Lane 
Louisville, KY 40207

(502) 897-9845

www.locustgrove.org

[WINTER 2016 ]

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
FB: facebook.com/historic.locust.grove  
Twitter: @locustgrove

Locust Grove is owned by  
Louisville Metro Government and  
managed by Historic Locust Grove, Inc.

Locust Grove is accredited  
by the American Alliance  
of Museums.

GREAT BARGAINS AWAIT YOU AT LOCUST GROVE’S MARCH USED BOOK SALE!

sPecial members’ PrevieW sale:  
Thursday, march 3, 5 Pm – 7:30 Pm 
(Memberships may be purchased at the door.)

OPen TO Public:  
Friday, march 4, 10am – 7 Pm 
saTurday & sunday, march 5 & 6,  
10 am – 4:30 Pm

“You can’t buy happiness, but you can buy books,” someone once said. 
Have we got happiness for you  — lots of happiness — at Locust Grove’s 
semi-annual Used Book Sale. 

We expect to have some 22,000 books, all neatly sorted into about 25 
categories. History, literature, fiction, mystery/suspense, religion, travel, 
art, antiques, science/animals, children, foreign language, and so much 
more. Plus DVDs, CDs, and even vinyl records. 

Most are priced at $1 for paperbacks, $2 for hardbacks. On the other side 
of the room, you’ll find a number of books bargain-priced at $3 to $8. We’ll 
also have a selection of illustrated, rare, collectible, autographed, and sets 
of books at various prices — all of which are still amazing bargains.

We’re open on Friday until 7:00 p.m. so you can shop after school or 
work. Our volunteers and staffers constantly restock the tables until 
we’ve emptied the back room of sorted books. On Sunday, we always have 
special offers — much to the delight of many shoppers who fill bags with 
their bargains.

All of the books in our 
Used Book Sales have been 
donated! We would not have 
a Used Book Sale without 
your giving us books you no 
longer want or cannot fit on 
your bookshelves. You may 
bring your book donations 
to Locust Grove whenever 
the Visitors’ Center is open. 
(Hours are on our website.) 
We’ll give you a tax receipt 
and our heartfelt thanks!

Proceeds from our Used Book 
Sales support all of Locust 
Grove’s programs. Thank you!

18th Century Thunder — A Revolutionary War Encampment

saTurday, aPril 23 & sunday, aPril 24, 10 am – 4:30 Pm

www.locustgrove.org
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