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L
ast month we were fortunate to be  

 able to purchase a newly discovered 

1823 letter from Ann Croghan Jesup, William 

and Lucy’s older daughter, to her recently 

widowed mother at Locust Grove. This letter 

is one of a group of Jesup letters that had 

been overlooked in a dealer’s collection. 

Letters from the adult Croghan children 

tell us a lot about family relationships, the 

Croghans’ position in the social and political 

structure of Kentucky and the nation, and 

the lives of the many people who were part 

of the household. From this September 1823 

letter (which will be on display in our gallery 

document display case in August), we also 

learn a tantalizing fragment of information 

about the enslaved individuals 

who were so much a part of life 

at Locust Grove.

Ann Croghan married well. 

Thomas Sidney Jesup was a 

rising star in the military/

political establishment of 

early 19th century Washington, 

a hero of the War of 1812, 

appointed a Brigadier General, 

and the Quartermaster General 

of the US Army. The young 

couple lived in Georgetown, 

part of the new capital city. 

In this 1823 letter, Ann 

describes her social world, telling Lucy about a tea party which causes 

her some anxiety because it is her very first hostess effort. But, she 

triumphantly reports, “I never saw as gay a party. Old & young enjoyed 

themselves & stayed to a very late hour.”

Being a skilled hostess was Ann’s job as the wife of a high-ranking officer. 

She comments on her efforts to keep the skills she has in music, urged on 

by her husband to continue with piano lessons. She tries to keep up with 

her French. 

At the age of 28 she has already acquired some cynical worldly wisdom: 

“Most of the great men become very little when you know them.” She 

describes predatory mothers seeking to set their daughters up with 

suitable beaus, in a manner that would be familiar to Jane Austen. 

Though her letter is full of gossip and 

she ridicules old and young, men and 

ladies alike, she feels that she must 

assure Lucy of her manners. “You 

must not think my dear Momma that 

I ever make remarks of any person. I 

never do.”

Ann is a conduit for news about 

Kentucky to Washington. She 

reminds her mother “always let us 

hear of Mr. [Henry] Clay’s health, we 

are asked so often.” Clay, the Speaker 

of the House, was about to begin his 

run for President.

But this social scene was only 

part of Ann’s life. She was a young 

mother, with her first child, 

daughter Lucy Ann, less than six 

months old. Her description of the 

teething baby is very familiar: “She 

is now sitting on the rug with her foot in 

her mouth. ... I can’t keep her feet out of 

her mouth.”

We read Ann’s letter for clues about Locust 

Grove. Her affection for her family stands 

out. She mentions brothers Nicholas, 

Charles, John, and William and sister Eliza. 

She misses Lucy, telling her that she reads her letters until she 

knows “every word by heart.” 

Finally, a significant part of the letter comes at the end, with 

Ann’s news of the slaves that she has brought to Washington 

from Locust Grove, David and Rose. “David says he is very 

much mortified that none of his friends have written to him. 

Why does not Black Charles send him a few lines?” David and 

Charles were literate!

This letter is evidence that the people enslaved at Locust Grove 

were able to get at least the rudiments of an education, and 

were not discouraged by the family in this skill. It was not illegal 

in Kentucky to teach slaves to read, and this is proof that some 

of the enslaved were able to communicate with absent family 

and friends, a rare possibility for most in that world. We hope 

that more letters to and from Ann and the rest of the family are 

as charming and revelatory.

Newly Acquired Letter Reveals Insights Into Croghan Family Life

The purchase 

of Ann Croghan 

Jesup’s letter was 

donated by long-

time docent  

Bob Pilkington. 



First Wednesday Lecture Series 

Our lecture series offers a variety of 
interesting speakers and unusual topics 
that relate to the lives of the Croghans, 
Clarks, and the region. Lectures are held 
on the first Wednesday of each month, 
except for January and May. Desserts 
and beverages are served at 1:00 p.m., 
with the lecture immediately following. 
Admission is $5 — or $3 for Friends of 
Locust Grove.

Bluegrass Renaissance: 
The Athens of the West

,  6, 1 

Dr. James Klotter, Kentucky state 

historian and 

professor of history 

at Georgetown 

College, will take 

us back to the era 

between Kentucky 

Statehood in 1792 

and the death 

of Henry Clay in 

1852. During those 

years, Lexington 

and its environs 

were often 

regarded as a place 

of culture and 

refinement that had grown out of its 

frontier roots. Yet the bright promise 

failed. Dr. Klotter has answers to 

how and why this happened

Louisville Dulcimer Society: 
Music of the Season

,  2, 1 

Hear about the findings revealed during 

recent archaeological digs on Locust 

Grove’s lawns and fields from Anne 

Bader, principal project investigator 

with Corn Island Archaeology. Anne will 

describe the systematic archaeological 

survey of the entire property conducted 

last summer and reveal some of the 

fascinating information that helps to 

enhance our knowledge of Locust Grove 

and its residents.

Director’s Letter Carol Ely, Ph.D.
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The Bourbon Bookcase

,  28, 1  – 4:30  

See page 4  for details.

Collecting Kentucky

,  10, 7  – 8:30  
See page 4  for details.

The Old Fashioned:  
An Essential Guide to the Original  

Whiskey Cocktail

,  12, 5:30  – 7 

Joy Perrine and 

Susan Reigler, 

authors of the 

Kentucky Bourbon 

Cocktail Book, will 

demonstrate the 

art of mixing the 

Old Fashioned, the 

bourbon-based 

cocktail said to 

have had its origins 

in Louisville. In addition to the well-known 

version made with muddled fruit and bitters, 

Joy and Susan will introduce participants 

to some modern variations on the drink. 

Tastings of all drinks are included. 

Autographed copies of both Joy and Susan’s 

book and of Louisville Chef Albert Schmid’s 

The Old Fashioned: An Essential Guide to the 

Original Whiskey Cocktail, will be available 

for purchase. Admission is $35; $25 for 

Friends of Locust Grove.

Fall Antiques Market

,  29, 10  — 4:30 

This semi-annual 

Antiques Market features 

professional dealers from 

the South and Midwest 

displaying their wares on 

the lawn at Locust Grove. 

In addition to American 

country antiques, the 

show features formal 

furniture, jewelry and 

silver. Admission is $6 

($3 for children 6-12). 

Admission includes tours 

of the historic house 

museum. Concessions 

are available. Proceeds 

support the continued operation and 

preservation of Locust Grove.

George Croghan: Fallen Hero: 
Temporary Exhibit in Visitors’ Center Museum Gallery

 1 –  19, 

’  

Lucy and William Croghan’s 

second son, George, was 

the only member of his 

generation of the Croghan 

family to follow a military 

career. But the heroic 

Revolutionary generation of 

his father and uncle, George 

Rogers Clark, had left a 

legacy that was difficult to 

follow. The young Croghan’s 

early brilliant success at the battle of Fort Stephenson 

in 1813 was followed by years of failure and disgrace. 

Learn about the military and family life of Col. George 

Croghan, presented through family artifacts and 

memorabilia and private and public documents. 

Admission to the Exhibit Gallery only will be $4; 

the Gallery is included with a regular tour of Locust 

Grove. Admission is free for “Friends of Locust 

Grove”members.

Summer Used Book Sale

- , ,  
 22, 5  – 7:30  
,  23 – ,  25,  
10  – 4:30   See back page for details.

Sgt. Charles Floyd Day

,  20, 12 –4 

Presentations and speakers celebrate the life and 

commemorate the anniversary of the death of 

Louisville’s Charles Floyd, the only member of the Lewis 

& Clark Expedition to die on the journey. Because of the 

efforts of 11-year old Mary Ellen McKenzie, this day 

has been proclaimed by Kentucky’s General Assembly 

as “Charles Floyd Day.” Locust Grove is a stop on the 

Lewis & Clark Trail, and the only remaining structure 

on the Trail to have hosted both explorers. Check our 

website: www.locustgrove.org for further details and 

schedule of activities.

It’s a time of change at Locust Grove. On June 20th, the Locust Grove community 

came together to honor and thank Gwynne Tuell Potts, who has just stepped down after five 

years of service as the President of the Board of Historic Locust Grove. 

Gwynne has been an active part of the governance of 

Locust Grove for more than a decade, following years 

of volunteer and professional service, researching and 

writing our history, and so much more. 

She’s not leaving, but rather transitioning to work on 

projects of her choice. She’ll serve on our Master Plan 

committee — and then, the possibilities are wide open. 

It is not goodbye.

But it was great to see so many friends turn out to eat 

chocolate and drink bourbon (her favorites) in her 

honor, nibble on fabulous hors d’oeuvres from Farm to 

Fork catering, listen to the Highland Chamber Players, 

and hear a few speeches. Thanks to docents Bob 

Pilkington and Shirley Dumesnil for their witty  

and kind remarks. 

For Gwynne, it’s always all about what’s good for Locust 

Grove. So to entice her to agree to show up at the event in her honor, we decided to assure her 

that it was really a fundraiser. We established a new fund, the Gwynne Tuell Potts Research 

& Education Fund. Its goal — to support and promote research about George Rogers Clark, the 

Croghans, and Locust Grove. Attendees at the reception all gave a donation of some amount to 

the Fund in honor of Gwynne. 

To date, we’ve received more than $13,000 for the Fund, surpassing our most optimistic 

expectations. It’s gratifying to know that so many generous folks agree that the best way 

to thank Gwynne is to support the research that will let us tell better, more nuanced, more 

interesting, and more accurate stories about the life and times of Locust Grove and the people 

who have lived here.

Thanks to all who have given. And it’s certainly not too late to join the list of donors. Just 

send a check made out to “Historic Locust Grove” and note on the check that it’s for the 

“Gwynne Potts Fund.“ 

This Fund and the work that it will support will be part of Locust Grove forever.  

And it would not have been possible without the inspiration of  

Gwynne Tuell Potts. 

Thanks, Gwynne, from all of us.

Welcome to Our New Board Members

Sally Van Winkle Campbell — environmentalist and author of books including But Always 

Fine Bourbon, and Saving Kentucky.

Chris Morris — Master Distiller, Brown-Forman’s Woodford Reserve, and a past Board member 

of Locust Grove.

Preston Thomas — retired physician, returning to the Board for another term and serving as 

Board Secretary.

Robert Vice — Attorney with Reed, Weitkamp, Schell & Vice and a member of the Metro 

Landmarks Commission.

Betsy Wall — interior designer and Vice President of Design for Bittner’s.

Mary Ellen 

McKenzie is 

thrilled to 

receive a copy 

of the “Charles 

Floyd Day 

declaration 

from Kentucky’s 

Governor  

Steve Beshear

Gwynne Tuell Potts

[ SUMMER 2013 ]
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We’ve started an exciting new project 

this summer at Locust Grove — a 

“Slave Garden.” In early America, many 

enslaved workers were given a small plot 

to cultivate for their own use — either to 

feed themselves and their families or to 

produce crops to trade or sell. Of course, 

all of the work of planting and cultivation 

had to be done after the master’s work 

was completed, an exhausting regime. 

Having the enslaved raise their own food 

saved money for the master. But it also 

gave slaves some control over their diet 

and a chance to choose some of their 

own traditional foods.

Our Slave Garden is enclosed by a typical 

fence made of hazelnut poles woven with 

tree and shrub trimmings. The enslaved 

African-American population would 

have used whatever was at hand. We’re 

growing asparagus, carrots, custard 

squash (a creamy patty pan), corn, okra, 

tronchuda (a non-heading cabbage/

kale), poplar root sweet potato, and our 

old favorite, the Purple Calabash tomato. 

These are heritage plants that would 

have been grown by the slaves. 

This small plot, located near the grape 

arbor in the long planted rows east of 

the quad gardens, will remind visitors 

of the presence of the enslaved workers 

who grew all of the crops at Locust 

Grove, both for the Croghans and for 

their own families.

By Locust Grove Gardener 

Sarah Sutherland

The Bourbon Bookcase  ,  28, 1 –4:30 

Meet the authors of recent books about bourbon — from histories of the great distilleries to 

cocktail recipes and great food pairings. Browse through more than 30 books by local authors, 

including Mike Veach, Joy Perrine, Sally Van Winkle Campbell, and Susan Reigler. We’ll 

have tastings and presentations, books for sale, authors to autograph those books, and a place 

to hang out and talk bourbon with the best. Event tickets are $10 in advance, $15 at the door. 

Reservations will be taken starting August 22.

Collecting Kentucky  ,  10, 7  – 8:30 

Have you ever wished you could see the antiques and artwork hidden behind closed doors in 

private Kentucky collections? Authors Genevieve Baird Lacer and Libby Turner Howard 

present antebellum Kentucky artifacts from more than 50 of today’s most inspired private 

and public collections in their new book, Collecting Kentucky 1790-1860. It celebrates 

collectors, past and present, who continue to locate, research, and save the material archive 

of Kentucky. The book documents extant objects such as furniture, silver, art, textiles, long 

rifles, and stoneware. 

The authors will present images from the book and discuss the collectors and the 

development of the great private collections. Reception with drinks and light hors d’oeuvres. 

$20 person, $15 for Friends of Locust Grove. Books will be available for purchase and signing. 

Reservations requested beginning September 1.

Volunteers Get  

Exclusive Tour of  

Historic Oxmoor Farm

Behind busy Oxmoor Center mall 

in eastern Jefferson County is a 

beautifully preserved home dating 

to the late 1700s — complete with a 

garden, historic out-buildings, and 

beautiful rolling fields. The site, previously 

owned by the Bullitt family, represents 

more than 200 years of family occupation 

in a single place. Locust Grove volunteers 

learned about the family papers, objects, 

and landscape associated with Oxmoor 

Farm and the Bullitt family that are now 

entrusted to The Filson Historical Society. 

Host Shirley Harmon, archivist in charge 

of Oxmoor Farm, pointed out what a great 

treasure this is — offering a tremendous 

resource for scholarship and learning about 

life in Louisville and the Ohio Valley region 

from the 1780s until the present. 

In Memoriam 

EBarbara Collis RodesE

We note with sadness the recent death of this 

member of our Locust Grove family. We treasure 

her generous contribution to Locust Grove of her 

time, energy, support, and enthusiasm. 

 Adult Landscape Category – Jeannie Litterst Vezeau

Youth Category – Julia Goodin

Noah Hiner Takes George 

Rogers Clark to Smithsonian

In June, middle school student Noah Hiner 

found himself teaching visitors and staffers at 

The Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C., 

a thing or two about George Rogers Clark.

His National History Day exhibit was selected 

to represent Kentucky at the Smithsonian 

from the eight projects by Kentucky Junior 

Historical Society (KJHS) members that were 

chosen for the national competition. 

Noah became interested in Clark as a part 

of his volunteer activities at Locust Grove. 

He wondered  why history seemed to have 

forgotten this hero of the Revolutionary 

War. “I discovered Clark’s role in history 

was overshadowed by his postwar 

misfortunes,” says  Noah. “The most 

fascinating thing I learned throughout my 

project was how easily someone can be 

written in and out of history.”

He was surprised that so many visitors — 

and even several Smithsonian interns and 

curators  —  didn’t know who Gen. Clark 

was. “It was really satisfying to be able to 

enlighten them,” he adds.

Locust Grove is the sponsor of the Louisville 

chapter of the KJHS. Three of those eight 

Kentuckians who went to nationals are 

associated with Locust Grove — Kevin 

Combs (senior individual performance),  

Julia Bache (senior individual paper), and 

Noah Hiner  (junior individual exhibit).

Locust Grove Awards 

Three Prizes in the Spring 

Photography Contest 

Throughout April, Locust Grove invited 

photographers to take photos around the buildings 

and throughout the property. Three photographs 

stood out — and won the $50 cash prize each.

Locust Grove’s gorgeous lilacs that line the 

path between the garden quadrants starred in 

the photo from Jeannie Litterst Vezeau. The 

delicate flowers contrasted with the bark of a 

nearby tree, as softly focused dogwoods and the 

house fade into the background. Her photo won 

in the “Adult–Landscape” category.

The charming photo of Locust Grove’s stone 

springhouse, surrounded by the spring-green 

foliage and glowing warmly in the sunlight,  

won the prize for 

Julia Goodin in the 

“Youth” category.

Karen Riebel 

Kelley won for 

her stunning 

photograph of the 

long shadows on the 

east meadow, with 

the split-rail fence in 

the foreground and 

the historic house 

and out-buildings behind. Karen won first place in the  “Adult–

Buildings” category. See her prize-winning photo on the back cover.

Congratulations to the photographers for  capturing the beauty of Locust Grove in the spring.

Meet Susan Reigler: New HLG Board President

We welcome Susan Reigler as 

the new President of the Board of 

Directors for Historic Locust Grove. 

Little did she know as a young girl, looking out 

her bedroom window, that she would one day be 

responsible for the future of the old farm house 

and grounds that were being restored across the 

street from her new family home. 

As a teenager, she became a docent at Locust 

Grove and an on-site naturalist. After she 

returned from getting her Master’s degree in 

Zoology at Oxford University, she lived in the log 

cabin at Locust Grove as the caretaker. Since 2010, 

she has been an active member of Locust Grove’s 

Board of Directors.

Her name may be familiar to you from her 

15 years’ work at The Courier-Journal as the 

newspaper’s restaurant critic and its science and 

travel writer. Currently, Susan teaches Biology 

and Music at Indiana University Southeast. She is 

the resident biologist at Blackacre State Nature Preserve and somehow finds time to serve on 

the Board of Directors of Bourbon Women. She also plays the trumpet for the IUS Orchestra 

and is the solo tenor horn for the Commonwealth Brass Band.

Susan is a prolific writer with numerous books and articles to her credit. Her most recent book 

is Kentucky Bourbon Country – The Essential Travel Guide (University Press of Kentucky, 2013).

http://www.locustgrove.org
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Friends of Locust Grove 

Enrollment/Renewal from  

March 23 through June 30, 2013 

  “ ”     

      

 ,      

    !  

      , 

    ..

,     (502) 897-9845  

   . 

Mr. & Mrs. Colin Blake

Gloria Carl

Harry & Nancy Chen

Juliet Davenport

Angela & Doug Dowell

Jan Eastburn

Katherine Eirk-Veazey

Shearer & Bob Fugate

Patricia Grimes

Debbie James

Jennie Johnson

Dr. & Mrs. John Johnson

Mary Lou Johnston

Mary Jean & Jim Kinsman

Mary Lerman

Ann & David Loleng

Mary Means

Toni Mullins

Ms. Mary Lee Nelson

Mary D. Newton

Shelley Osborne

Bob Pilkington

Ray & Karla Renaud

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Reynolds

Richard Sauer

R. Schubert

Jane & Bob Smith

Tom & Jill Smith & Brittany & Julia Browde

Linda Snyder & Steve Nixon

Victoria Statler

Gene Stotz

Ann Thrasher

Jean Lee Treitz

Martha Trotter

Gayle C. Trautwein

Martha Walker

Marsha Wells & Virginia Wells-Winn

Diana Zacha

Tom Zimmerman

Thanks to Our Recent Donors   

Donations received from  

March 23 through June 30, 2013 

       

     

    . 

      

   .

Mrs. R. Bruce Bass

Jeanne Burke

LaMar Gaston Jr.

GE Matching Gifts Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hendren

Mr. & Mrs. David Jones

Michael & Theresa Mattei

Mary Lee Nelson

Robert M. Pilkington

Bob Marshall & Greta Ratliff

Edward & Helen Rhawn Fund

City of Riverwood

Claudia Runge

R. Schubert

Fay R. Sellers

Jane & Bob Smith

The Society of Colonial Wars in the 
  Commonwealth of Kentucky

Mike & Lynne Steinel

Kelly & Tom Stevenson

Gene Paul Stotz

Phillip L. Wallace

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Zimmerman

The Gwynne Tuell Potts Research 

Education Fund

Mr. & Mrs. William O. Alden Jr.

Claire Alagia & Creighton E. Mershon Sr.

Catherine Ashabraner

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Beatty 
 (In memory of Marguerite Beatty)

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Beatty

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Berger

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boone

Katherine D. Boyer

Sally Van Winkle Campbell

Gloria A. Carl

Selina & Gordon Costley

Brian Cushing

Geraldine G. Davidson

Sandy Dempsey

Laurie Diebold

Charles Dorenkott

Mrs. Edward R. Dumesnil Jr.

Rankin Baker Dumesnil

Mr. & Mrs. William Dunn

Carol Ely & David Chack

Mr. & Mrs. James Fox

Ben & Helen Franklin

Mr. & Mrs. George A. Fry

Mr. & Mrs. LaMar Gaston Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Hamilton

Mr. & Mrs. William W. Hancock Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Isaacs

Alba B. Jennings

Christine D. Johnson

Jennie Johnson

Nancye D. Johnson

Mary Lou Johnston

Carrider M. Jones

Greg & Cinda King

Mr. & Mrs., Daniel Noble Klinck

Bonnie & Bill Kugler

Nancy W. Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Hunter G. Louis

Jennifer McCormick

Barbara McGee

Anne & Duane Murner

Janet Overman

Mr. & Mrs. W. Kent Oyler

Robert M. Pilkington

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas E. Pope

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Pope

Grover C. Potts Jr.

Charles Raith

Irene Rawlings

Susan Reigler

Lynn S. Renau 
 (In memory of Barbara Collis Rodes)

Mr. & Mrs. John Rippy

Claudia Runge

Debbie L. Scott

Solid Light, Inc.

Kelly & Keith Stevenson

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Stites III

Elizabeth Stokes

Alva R. Sullivan

Sarah & Lowe Sutherland

Diana Swindler

Barbara N. Taylor

Dr. & Mrs. Preston Thomas

Martha S. Trotter

Jeannie & John Vezeau

Martha Watson

Mark V. Wetherington

Susan H. Wilburn

Mary Beth Williams

Bonny & Rob Wise

In Memory of Marguerite Beatty

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Beatty

In Memory of Bill Dennison

Lynn Renau

In Memory of Kevin Krebs

Lynn Renau

In Memory of Barbara Collis Rodes

Mr. & Mrs. William O. Alden Jr.

Kathy & Randy Bloch

Mr. & Mrs. William O. Brittain

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon B. Davidson

Roberta M. Dickson

Mrs. Edward R. Dumesnil, Jr.

Mrs. Victor H. Engelhard III

Caroline M. Ewing

Marea B. Gardner

Mr. & Mrs. LaMar Gaston Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Glasscock

Downey M. Gray III

Mrs. Downey M. Gray Jr.

Ms. Frances Heyburn

Marjorie H. Hines

John & Elizabeth Hoagland

Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Hockensmith

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Isaacs

Margaret G. Lanier

Pierce Lively

Mr. & Mrs. Hunter G. Louis

Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Martin

Henry R. Martin

Mary T. Means

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel G. Miller

Gwynne Potts

Mary Ann Quesenberry

Lynn Renau

Susan Reigler

Betty H. Schwarzel

Amy Eady Spears

Mr. & Mrs. George E. Stablein

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Stites

Ann Early Sutherland

Dr. & Mrs. Preston Thomas

Mrs. Joan H. Todd

Mr. & Mrs. Harry B. Troutman

Robert & Ann McD. Webb

Bill & Patricia D. West

Dr. & Mrs. Jeffery Wieman

In Memory of Barbara Runquist

Ben & Helen Franklin

In Memory of Samuel W. Thomas

Irene Rawlings

In Memory of Joe Wesolosky

Dave & Sue Gay

In Honor of Nancy Stablein

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Tway III

2013 Antiques Market Sponsors

Andrew Gentile Antiques

The Antique Market at  
 Distillery Commons

The Crazy Daisy Antique Mall

Derby City Antique Mall

Ellerbe Powe Antiques at  
 The Antique Market at  
 Distillery Commons

Karen & Judd Fults

Gary D. Stewart Interiors

Goodall’s Antiques

Miss Vickie’s Ques Estate Sales

Oakridge Antiques

Robert Walker Antiques

The Ruby Rooster Antiques &  
 Collectible Mall

Scott F. Nussbaum Antiques 
Steve Tipton, Antiquarian

Toni McWilliams Antiques

Yesternook

Additional Gardeners’ Fair Sponsors

Highland Cleaners

LG&E and Kentucky Energy, LLC

Mrs. George E. Stablein

Stock Yards Bank & Trust

Dr. & Mrs. Preston Thomas

2013 Used Book Sale Sponsors

Mrs. Edward R. Dumesnil Jr.

Lynn S. Renau

Jeannie & John Vezeau

In-Kind Donations

Charles & Bonnie Bartman

Brown-Forman Corporation

Matt Davis & Chanly Martin

Charles Dorenkott

The Fresh Market

Gist Piano Center

Jennifer McCormick

Marilyn Motsch

Nugent Sand Company

Patti Pinkley

Publishers Printing Company

Smith Berry Winery

Diane Statler

Annual Fund Societies

Lucy & William Croghan Society  

($2,500-$4,999)

Chanley Martin & Matt Davis

Clark Family Society ($1,000-$2,499)

Mr. & Mrs. Brook Smith

Illinois Regiment Society ($250-$999)

Mr. & Mrs. James McArthur 

Rosalind Barr Streeter

Spirit Award Winner: Patricia Klinck

Patricia Klinck’s love of American history 

— especially the Colonial period — was 

practically bred in her. The Connecticut 

native is descended from three Colonial 

governors in Connecticut. Her early years 

were spent in an 1838 Greek Revival home 

near Hartford, Conn., where her father was 

an editor at The Hartford Courant, one of the 

nation’s oldest newspapers. 

She says that Locust Grove’s “very walls echo 

with the exploits of Revolutionary War-era 

patriots.” So it’s not surprising that when 

the late “Ace” Elmore encouraged her to 

join him as a docent at Locust Grove some 17 

years ago, she answered the call. 

Patricia has been a strong supporter of 

Locust Grove — leading tours every other 

Sunday afternoon, helping at countless 

special events, and serving for many years 

on Historic Locust Grove’s board. For these 

and many other reasons, Patricia has been 

named this quarter’s Spirit Award Winner.

“Patricia represents everything that  

Locust Grove’s founding volunteer corps 

sought in the museum’s interpretive staff,” 

says outgoing HLG Board President 

Gwynne Potts. “She’s prepared, 

enthusiastic and professional in all of her 

visitor interactions. As a board director, 

she brought those qualities and more — a 

conscientious deliberation concerning her 

responsibilities and an earnest desire to 

do the right thing.”

For eight years, Patricia headed the Emilie 

Strong Smith Chamber Music Concert 

committee — a program that allows visitors 

to hear music in the Great Parlor of the 

historic house, much as the Clarks and 

Croghans would have. For those many years, 

Patricia and her husband Dan greeted guests 

and made sure the glasses of wine and 

sherry were ready for the attendees. 

“After all the guests had ascended the 

staircase, we would swing into action, 

clearing away all traces of the drinks and 

snacks,” Patricia says. “Only then did Dan 

and I join the audience for its evening of 

delightful music.”

Patricia relinquished her post as chair of 

the Chamber Music committee after the last 

concert in April 2013. But it’s a sure bet that 

she and Dan will continue to be supporters 

and regulars at the concerts.

“Patricia and Dan’s commitment and passion 

for this program has helped to ensure its 

current and future success,” says Mary Beth 

Williams, Locust Grove’s program director. 

“I am so appreciative of the countless years 

Patricia has dedicated to Locust Grove.”

Locust Grove Costumed Interpreters Gearing Up for Revamped Christmas Event

Locust Grove’s costumed interpreters 

program is undergoing some exciting 

changes. We have a new year as the setting, 

some new interpreters, and historically 

accurate costumes.  

Our popular living history program is 

now interpreting the year 1816 — which 

allows our costumed interpreters to 

discuss “recent” events such as the arrival 

of the first steamboat to Louisville in 

1811; the New Madrid earthquakes of 

1811-1812; George Croghan’s victory at 

Fort Stephenson during the War of 1812; 

Indiana’s 1816 statehood; and the election 

of President James Monroe that year.  

As part of this revamped program, our cast 

of costumed interpreters attends regular 

workshops and rehearsals throughout 

the year. These workshops focus on the 

history of the period, the Croghan and 

Clark families, costuming, period language, 

manners, deportment, and techniques  

of improvisation.  

Outside experts are sharing their knowledge 

and expertise with our costumed 

interpreters so we can continually improve 

our interpretation. At a recent hands-on 

sewing workshop, interpreters worked 

to create a shift — an essential part of a 

woman’s 19th century costume.  

The premiere event for our new troupe of 

costumed interpreters will be the rebranded 

“Christmastide” event which will take place 

in the afternoon and evening of December 

13 and 14. Look for further details and a 

description of this exciting, new interactive 

event designed to put you in the holiday 

spirit — 1816-style — in the next issue of 

Grove Gazette.

[ SUMMER 2013 ]

Costumed Interpreter Clare Egan works on her 

shift – her first-ever sewing project.
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Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
FB: facebook.com/historic.locust.grove  
Twitter: @locustgrove

Locust Grove is owned by  

Louisville Metro Government and  

managed by Historic Locust Grove, Inc.

Locust Grove is accredited  

by the American Alliance  

of Museums.

Summer Used Book Sale

- , ,  22, 5  - 7:30  
,  23 – ,  25, 10  - 4:30 

“If I have not read a book before, it is, for all intents and purposes, new to me —  

whether it was printed yesterday or three hundred years ago.” 

If writer and essayist William Hazlitt  (1778–

1830) were alive today, he’d love Locust Grove’s 

semi-annual Used Book Sales. There he’d find 

thousands of new-to-him books. And you can, 

too, when you come to Locust Grove‘s Summer 

Used Book Sale in August. 

The Audubon Room in the Visitors’ Center will 

be filled with more than 15,000 new-to-you 

books, ready to be discovered. Along with 

these used books, we’ll have specially priced 

antiquarian and new books in all categories.

All of the books are sorted into nearly two 

dozen categories — history, art, literature, 

mysteries, reference, science fiction, travel, 

cookbooks, children’s, gardening, Kentucky/

regional, crafts, and much more. Prices begin 

at $1 for paperbacks (small and large) and $2 for 

most hardcover books, with illustrated books, 

rare books, and special sets priced individually. 

Every book at both of Locust Grove’s semi-

annual used book sales has been donated. We 

accept donations all year long at our Visitors’ 

Center during museum hours. If you need help 

to pack and deliver your donations, just call 

us at (502) 897-9845 for assistance. And don’t 

forget to pick up your tax-deduction receipt. 

All proceeds from our Used Book Sales go 

to support Locust Grove’s educational and 

interpretation programs.

Karen Riebel Kelley’s winning photograph in the  “Adult–Buildings” 

category of the Locust Grove Spring Photography Contest. See page 5 for 

the other prize winning photographs.
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