
 
October 2026 

Dearest Supporters, Neighbors, and Friends, 

 

Years ago, as a history student, I found myself in a cavernous old building on Main Street just 

before the block became Whiskey Row. In a dark corner, propped against a wall, was a hand-

lettered sign I just had to have. It left with me that day, and I have kept it in every office for more 

than twenty years, and now that I’m here at Locust Grove, I understand it more deeply than ever. 

 

 
 

The history of Kentucky is cast... To cast something is to pour it into a mold and let it set. It then 

holds the shape of what held it long after the hands that made it are gone. Kentucky's history was 

poured into the land by the labor of its people, and it still carries their shape. History was not just 

recorded here; it was formed and shaped here. 

 

The history of Kentucky is cast in the land... What was cast here is not cold metal, but rather an 

organic and living thing. It lives in our forest trails, the creek bed, and centuries-old trees that 

still stand witness to whoever walks beneath them. There is a kind of knowing that only happens 

on the ground itself, the way you come to know a place by heart rather than by map. Here, 

history is not something you just read about; it’s something you can stand inside and feel. In 

feeling it, you create your own place within it. 

 

The history of Kentucky is cast in the land and the labor of its people. At Locust Grove, that 

casting is often literal: the fingerprints of enslaved people are still set into the clay of our bricks, 

a reminder that those with the least amount of power can often leave the most lasting marks. The 

people of Kentucky labored and endured, but never alone, leaning on kin, faith, neighbors, and 

even strangers. They planted trees whose shade they would never sit in and built a future they 

would never see. Here we are, living inside their work - work we know remains unfinished. 



 

We carry that work forward through our four pillars: through History, by sharing the whole story 

of this place in all its complexity; through the Arts, by helping us feel what facts alone cannot 

carry because some truths are best understood through a song, a story, or a stage; through Civics, 

as new citizens take their oath on this ground and young people learn to practice the virtues we 

name; and through the Land, where our gardeners grow tobacco as a gift to our Shawnee 

partners and plant American chestnut trees whose shade they, too, may never sit in. Each of these 

is its own kind of casting, and what we pour into this place now will hold its shape long after us. 

But just like those who came before us, we cannot do it alone. 

 

Last year, you made 250for250 the most successful annual appeal in Locust Grove's history. This 

year, I ask you to add your hands to the work again. Every gift, at every level, matters. 

Whether through membership, sponsorship, or the annual appeal, you can give with the enclosed 

envelope or at locustgrove.org. 

 

That sign still guides me. Someone made those letters by hand with no way of knowing who 

would ever read them, which is the nature of this work. We shape things we may never see 

finished, trusting they will hold. Two hundred years from now, I hope someone finds our 

fingerprints here, too. 

 

With gratitude, 

 
Jessica Dawkins 

President & CEO 

Historic Locust Grove 

 

 



















If you have any questions about membership or 
would like to renew, please contact Director of 

Development at www.locustgrove.org. 

Historic Locust Grove 
561 Blankenbaker Lane 

Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 897-9845 

www.locustgrove.org 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: 
FB: facebook.com/historic.locust.grove 
Instagram: @historiclocustgrove 

MEMBERSHIP 
I N F O R M A T I O N 

Free Admission 
1 member 2 members 2 adults + up 

to 5 children 
(17 & under) 

2 adults + up to 
5 children (17 & 

under) + 2 
guest passes 

Benefit: Individual 
$60 

Dual 
$90 

Family 
$120 

Supporter 
$240 

Member-Only 
Discounts to 
Programs 

Locust Grove 
Gazette 

2 Complimentary 
Signature Event 

NARM Reciprocal 
Admission 

Member-Only 
Events & 
Workshops 

10% Museum 
Store Discount 

Early Access to 
Program Tickets 

Ticket 

Scan here to become a member today! 

LG MembershipBrochure.V6.indd   1LG MembershipBrochure.V6.indd   1 4/16/26   1:53 PM4/16/26   1:53 PM 



When you become a member of Locust Grove, you 
support so much more than a historic house. 

Guided by our four pillars of History, Arts, Civics, and Land, 
we serve as cultural generators that connect authentic 
experiences over place and time. Your membership 
ensures we continue to share the stories of Locust Grove 
and its importance in the beginning of our city, state, and 
nation. 

Your membership supports: 
• Preservation of a National Historic Landmark 
• Educational programming for students and families 
• Dynamic experiences for lifelong learners 
• Stewardship of 50+ acres of Kentucky landscape 
• Thriving community partnerships and more 

• 

Plus, members at the Family and Supporter levels 
receive NARM benefits, which is free admission to 
over 1,000 cultural institutions across the nation 
through the North American Reciprocal Museum 
program. 
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HISTORY ARTS CIVICS CULTIVATE
SPONSORSHIP

LAND 

MORE THAN JUST A HOUSE... WE’RE 
WHERE LOUISVILLE BEGINS 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 



WHY SUPPORT  

Invest in history to enhance community 
identity and foster a sense of place and 
belonging. We share history to advance 
knowledge and instill pride in what it 
means to be a part of the fabric of 
Louisville, while building compassion and 
understanding for those who came 
before us. We are an economic driver for 
tourism and celebrate our significant 
place in the history of our nation, state, 
and city. 

Just minutes from the heart of the city, Historic Locust Grove offers 55 acres of public 
land where Louisville’s heritage shines. Dedicated to preserving and sharing the rich 
history and stunning landscapes that help define our community, we offer a wide 
array of cultural programs that connect with the stories of the land and the people 
who lived and worked upon it. 

 At Locust Grove, we serve our mission through four institutional pillars: History, Arts, 
Civics, and Land. We believe these pillars represent opportunity for growth as 
individuals and as a community, and we create immersive experiences within each 
pillar to bring people together with authenticity, appreciation, and respect – not just 
for our past, but also for our future. 

$250-$5000+ 

EVENTS INCLUDE: 

• Annual Book Sale (3x per year) 
• Antiques Market (2x per year) 
• Wednesday Lecture Series (monthly) 
• Author Talks (3-4x per year) 
• Special Exhibitions, Partner Programs, 

and More 

HISTORY ARTS 

Invest in the arts to inspire creativity, 
beauty, and empathy. Louisville has a 
proud tradition of expression through 
the performing arts like music, dance, 
theater, storytelling, and poetry, as well 
as drawing, painting, textiles, and 
culinary. With amenities like our indoor 
auditorium, outdoor pavilion, garden 
spaces, and the historic home, Locust 
Grove provides a comfortable 
backdrop to stimulate imagination and 
transformation. 

$250-$5000+ 

EVENTS INCLUDE: 

• Summer Concert Series                    (4x 
per year) 

• Kentucky Shakespeare performances 
(2x per year) 

• Emilie Strong Smith Chamber Music 
Series (4x per year) 



LOCUST GROVE? 
What makes sponsorship with Locust Grove so unique? We ask for your support of 
our mission rather than a program or event. By investing in the program pillar that 
best aligns with your values, we acknowledge your support for all events within that 
pillar so audiences connect you or your company with those values. This is our way of 
highlighting the importance of our work in all its forms, as well as the people who 
believe in our cause. Now, you receive recognition for investment in our mission 
rather than a moment. 

This unique approach ensures our dynamic initiatives succeed and thrive, allowing 
us to serve the public trust each year. All sponsorship tiers include traditional 
benefits but also receive increased marketing recognition throughout the year for 
numerous events & programs. 

CIVICS LAND 

Invest in civics to help build productive 
and engaged citizens. Civic action 
improves critical thinking skills, 
strengthens the value of teamwork and 
collaboration, and promotes informed 
discourse. We focus on the power of 
individual virtue for the common good, 
and we connect founding American 
ideals with opportunities for social 
betterment through community efforts 
and active participation in democratic 
processes. 

$250-$5000+ 

EVENTS INCLUDE: 

• Civic Virtue Education Programs 
• Civic Season 
• Statehood Day 
• Juneteenth 
• Independence Day 

Invest in land to cultivate a deeper 
appreciation for Kentucky’s natural 
landscape through environmental 
education and sustainable practices. We 
believe stewardship of the land 
encourages health and wellness for the 
mind, body, and soul. As a Louisville 
Metro Park, the grounds of Locust Grove 
offer urban trails, a pollinator meadow, 
interpreted formal gardens, and 
educational food gardens to connect the 
community with the bounty of our 
natural resources. 

$250-$5000+ 

EVENTS INCLUDE: 

• Gardeners Fair (Mother’s Day 
Weekend) 

• Workshops & Classes 
• Seed to Harvest Education 

Programs 
• Historic Distillery Programs 



HISTORY 
SPONSORSHIP 

Your sponsorship funds expert lectures, vendor showcases, and hands-on learning 
experiences, ensuring traditional knowledge is preserved and shared with the 
community. By supporting events like the Book Sale, you help make history and 
literature more accessible, fostering lifelong learning and continued discovery for all 
who visit. 

$250 Announced at each event within the pillar, Recognition in Annual Report, 
Recognition as a sponsor on Locust Grove website & Lobby digital signage, 2 
complimentary tour tickets 

$1000 Logo listed in marketing materials, sponsor receives 2 tickets to event of 
their choice, 4 complimentary tour tickets 

$2,500 Sponsor mentioned by name in promotional interviews, receives 4 tickets 
to event of their choice, invitations to welcoming reception for 

Author Talks, 8 complimentary tour tickets 

$5,000 Premiere recognition (name/logo on printed materials), sponsor ad 
placed inside each book sold at author talks and book sales, 10% facility rental 
discount, 10 complimentary tour tickets 

PROGRAMS SPONSORED: 
Monthly Lecture Series, Author Talks, the Antiques Fair, and the Book Sales 

“Plentiful Wealth is proud to partner with Locust Grove. We believe deeply in 
preserving Kentucky’s history, and Locust Grove’s mission aligns perfectly 
with our values of stewardship and community. It’s an honor to support 
their work and help ensure that this remarkable place continues to thrive 
for generations to come.”

       Jeb Jerrell, CFP Financial Advisor, Plentiful Wealth 



ARTS 
SPONSORSHIP 

Your sponsorship supports performances like the staged reading of Frankenstein, 
the Emilie Strong Smith Chamber Music Series, and our Summer Concert Series, 
bringing high quality arts experiences to our community. 

$250 Recognition in Annual Report, Recognition as a sponsor on Locust Grove 
website & Lobby digital signage, 2 complimentary tour tickets 

$1000 Logo listed in marketing materials, sponsor receives 2 tickets to event of 
their choice, 4 complimentary tour tickets 

$2,500 Sponsor mentioned by name in promotional interviews, receives 4 
tickets to event of their choice, 8 complimentary tour tickets 

$5,000 Premiere recognition (name/logo on printed materials), speaking 
opportunity at opening night, 10% facility rental discount, 10 complimentary tour 
tickets 

PROGRAMS SPONSORED: 
Locust Grove’s Summer Concert Series, the Emilie Strong Smith Chamber 
Music Series, staged readings, poetic recitations, and more. 

“Louisville Tourism is proud to support Locust Grove, one of our city’s most 
treasured attractions. With a mission to share Louisville’s heritage with the 
world, Locust Grove offers immersive programming and authentic 
experiences that invite visitors to explore the history that not only shaped 
our community, but the American story itself.”

  Rosie Mastin, Louisville Tourism 



CIVICS 
SPONSORSHIP 

Your support helps ensure we continue to prioritize civics education, creating an 
informed & inspired community that honors our nation’s history & ideals. 

$250 Recognition in Annual Report, Recognition as a sponsor on Locust Grove 
website & Lobby digital signage, 2 complimentary tour tickets 

$1000 Logo listed in marketing materials, sponsor receives 2 tickets to event 
of their choice, 4 complimentary tour tickets 

$2,500 Sponsor mentioned by name in promotional interviews, receives 4 
tickets to event of their choice,  2 sponsor representatives given 
designated seating at Naturalization Ceremony, 8 complimentary 
tour tickets 

$5,000 Premiere recognition (name/logo on printed materials), sponsor 
representative invited to read the Declaration of Independence at Fourth of July 
celebration, 10% facility rental discount, 10 complimentary tour tickets 

PROGRAMS SPONSORED: 
Civic Season, annual Independence Day program and Naturalization 
Ceremony, Cultural Pass, and all US250 Programs. 

“Locust Grove is Living History.  It is a unique experience where we can 
glimpse upon our past and integrate our history with today.  We can 
learn from our triumphs and mistakes and educate people to build a 
better community.” 

Louis Straub, President, Independence Bank 



LAND 
SPONSORSHIP 

Your sponsorship helps preserve Locust Grove’s historic gardens and green spaces 
while fostering conversations about conservation, foodways, and sustainable living. 
Through hands-on experiences and expert-led programs, you help cultivate a deeper 
appreciation for the land and its role in our shared history. 

$250 Recognition in Annual Report, Recognition as a sponsor on Locust Grove 
website & Lobby digital signage, 2 complimentary tour tickets 

$1000 Logo listed in marketing materials, sponsor receives 2 tickets to event of 
their choice, 4 complimentary tour tickets 

$2,500 Sponsor mentioned by name in promotional interviews, receives 4 tickets 
to event of their choice, sponsor receives 4 tickets to Tea in the Garden during 
Gardeners’ Fair, 8 complimentary tour tickets 

$5,000 Premiere recognition (name/logo on printed materials), sponsor 
receives 6 tickets to Tea in the Garden during Gardeners’ Fair, 10% facility rental 
discount, 10 complimentary tour tickets 

PROGRAMS SPONSORED: 
Environmental education program and workshops, Gardeners’ Fair, Distillery 
programs, and more. 

“We are very fortunate a previous generation of Kentuckians preserved not 
just the house, but 55 acres of the original land.  This land is historic in itself 
and showcases the house beautifully in a wider setting.  Restoration, 
interpretation, and site improvements are constantly happening on the full 
property, because all of it is a place we hold in trust.” 

Kate Boyer, Locust Grove Director Emerita 



WE APPRECIATE YOUR 
GENUINE CONSIDERATION 

To discuss exclusive benefits, please contact 
the Director of Development at 

www.locustgrove.org/support/sponsorship 

Historic Locust Grove  
561 Blankenbaker Lane 

Louisville, Kentucky 40207  
www.locustgrove.org 



RENTAL
INFO

With Historic Locust Grove as a
stunning backdrop, we offer
convenient amenities while
showcasing the splendor of
Kentucky’s natural landscape.

Sixteen 60" Round Tables
Twelve 8' Long Tables
6 Cocktail Tables
160 white folding chairs

502-897-9845, x. 1011

www.locustgrove.org

Access from 10am - 11pm
Open vendor policy (vendors
must be licensed & insured)
On-site team member
Restrooms
Parking
State-of-the-art catering
kitchen
Onsite tables ($10 each) and
chairs ($2 each) available to
rent.

The Pavilion

The Gardens

The Audubon 
Room

Inclusions

Booking Information

sbaker@locustgrove.org

Flexible event space for cocktail
hours, showers, teas, ceremonies.

Restrooms, wifi, power, lights, 
fans. Capacity: 300 seated.

Renovated 2025 with built-in AV &
excellent acoustics. Capacity: 125
seated.



The Pavilion

The 
Quadrant Gardens

Mon - Thurs     $1750
Fri & Sun     $2500
Saturday     $3500

Mon - Thurs     $1250
Fri & Sun     $2250
Saturday     $2500

The 
Audubon Room

Mon - Thurs     $1250
Fri & Sun     $1800
Saturday     $2200

Pricing Sheet

Mon - Thurs     $1200
Fri & Sun     $2100
Saturday     $2500

Mon - Thurs     $750
Fri & Sun     $1500
Saturday     $1800

Mon - Thurs     $1200
Fri & Sun     $2100
Saturday     $2500

The Pavilion

The 
Quadrant Gardens

The 
Audubon Room

April, May, June, September, 
October, November

January, February, March,
July, August, December
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